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VENEZUELA. 

B>    CwMsiil  >Ioiiu>r  Iliett,  l.a  Ciunirn,   Aovi'iiilier   i:j. 

The  public  debt  of  A'cnczuela  on  December  31,  lOlC,  was  154,5tiT,857 
bolivarey.  This  does  not  inchidc  certain  sums  amountino-  to  about  4,000  - 
000  bohvares  deposited  in  London,  Berlin,  and  various  legations  to  meet 
payments  on  the  debt.  The  interest  rate  is  only  3  per  cent,  and  can- 
cellations are  usually  effected  at  about  50  per^cent.  so  that  the  real 
debt  of  AVnezuela  is  only  about  half  what  it  appears  to  be. 

Diiriiio-  the  year  the  final  installments  were  paid  uj)on  the  Ameri- 
can ((  riclifield  and  Manoa)  claims;  4,712.000  ))()livares  were  paid  in 
cancellation  of  the  interest  guarant}-  to  the  Tuerto  ( "aliclJo-YalcTicia 
l\ail\v:>y.  and  all  interest  payments  were  met. 

iSfai-ked  i)rogress  was  made  toward  a  final  and  sati.-factorv  settle- 
ment of  the  boundary  question  Avith  Colombia. 
Keveuue  from  Certain  Sonrces. 

Tiic  rej.oH  of  the  Minister  of  the  Treasui\-  .^ets  forth  that  the 
(lirecl  .nlmmistration  of  the  salt  monopoly,  stamp,  cigai-ette.  and 
hqiKM'  iaxe.^  which  Avere  formerly  farmed"  out  has' resulted  in  an 
increase  of  inc<mie  from  these  sources  amounting  to  r).7S().()r,s  holi- 
vare.^i  (it>l,ll;},r)r>5)  annually  and  Inis  done  away  with  the  monopolies 
lormerly  existing  m  the  cigarette  and  liquor  businesses.  For  the 
nscal  year  ended  June  30,  1010,  the  total  revenues  were  <;.'',,074  385 
bohvares  and  tlie  total  expenditu.res  57,030,228  bolivare<  For  the 
SIX  months  ended  December  31,  1910,  receipts  were  35,010.700  l)oli- 
vare.s  and  expenditures  27,070,747  bolivares:  cash  on  hand  on  this 
date  was  2 i  .< 80,449  l)olivares. 

The  :VIini.^try  of  Fomento   (Development),  which  has  charge  oi 
post  oflices.  telegraphs,  mines,  fisheries,  and  agricultm-e.  reports  that 
tlie  receipt.^  of  that  department  for  the  year  ende<l  .lime  30    191G 
were  l,2yo,079  bohvares,  against  1,087,320  ))olivares  for  th(>  preceding 
year,  and  that  for  the  six  months  ended  December  31.  1910,  they 
amounted  to  1,208,852  bolivares,  or  nearly  as  much  as  in  the  entire 
previous  year.     Receipts  from  mines,  telegraphs,  and  ])eari  fisheries 
showed  large  increases.     An  American  expert  Avas  engaged  to  open 
a  model  agricultural  experiment  station  and  to  superintend  the  sur- 
ve.ying  of  unoccupied  public  lands.    This  department  has  charoe  of 
foon 'If.o^'^'"'"^^  statistics  and  states  the  area   of  the  RepublTc  as 
1,020  400  square  kilometers  (393,970  square  miles)  and  tlu.  estimated 
population  on  December  31,  191G,  as  2,824,934.    This  pupidation  is 
centered  in  the  coastal  and  mountain  districts.    The  States  of  Ai.ure 
and   Bohvar   and   the   Deha-Amacuro   and    Ama/nnas   TeiritoVie-, 
with  an  average  population  of  0.3  j)cr  square  kiloniKer.  are  an.ouL' 
the  laost  .scantily  inhabited  district^  in  the  world. 
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Much  attention  was  devoted  to  the  building  of  wason  roads  during 
191G.  Expenditures  for  this  purpose  were  4,100,000  bolivares,  as 
compared  with  2.400.000  bolivares  in  1015  and  1,000.000  bolivares 
in  1911.  The  highways  from  Caracas  to  Guatire  and  from  Maracay 
to  Ocumare  cle  la  Coota  were  completed:  work  was  carried  forward 
on  many  others,  and  the  two  great  highways  from  Caracas  to  the 
eastern  and  western  boundaries  of  the  Republic,  aggregating  1,200 
miles  in  length,  were  taken  under  study.  The  principal  aqueduct 
of  Caracas,  28  miles  in  length,  was  reconstructed  throughout,  and  a 
smaller  one  to  supply  the  northern  ])art  of  the  city  was  built.  The 
construction  of  a  pier  and  public  buildings  at  Ocumare  de  la  Costa 
was  begun,  and  a  detailed  study  was  made  for  a  canal  to  supply  sea 
water  and  a  means  of  transportation  to  the  salt  woi-ks  at  Araya. 

Mineral  Production — Protected  Industries. 

There  are  15  gold-mining  companies  in  Venezuela,  which  produced 
1,910,750  grams  of  gold  during  1916,  5  companies  turning  out  two- 
thirds  of  the  total.  Of  three  copper-mining  companies,  one  pro- 
duced 27,497  tons  of  ore,  another  1,178  tons,  and  the  thii-d  21  tons, 
making  a  total  of  28,696  tons.  One  asphalt  mine,  the  only  one  in 
actual  operation,  produced  47,201  tons,  and  four  coal  mines  turned 
out  21,988  tons.  Contrary  to  expectations,  production  of  petroleum 
did  not  get  well  under  way  during  the  year,  but  a  very  large  refinery 
was  built  in  Curacao  and  a  large  barge  for  conveying  crude  petro- 
leum from  Maracaibo  to  that  island  was  constructed.  Magnesite  is 
not  rated  or  reported  as  a  mineral  product.  Tlie  one  crmpany  pro- 
ducing it  in  Margarita  v\'as  hampered  by  the  great  difficult}^  in  ob- 
taining bottoms. 

Manufacturing  is  but  slightly  developed  in  Venezuela  and  is  almost 
entirely  dependent  upon  high  protective-tariff  duties.  There  are 
four  cotton  mills,  three  breweries,  two  paper  mills,  a  glass  factory, 
cordage  factory,  and  numerous  establishments  turning  out  soap, 
candles,  furniture,  footAvear,  macaroni,  and  cigarettes.  The  high 
ocean  freights  prevailing  during  the  year  were,  in  general,  favorable 
to  the  manufacturing  industries,  but  not  so  much  as  they  would  have 
been  were  most  of  these  enterprises  not  dependent  upon  imported 
raw  materials.  Alpargatas  (a  kind  of  cheap  slipper),  sole  leather, 
and  chocolate  are  the  only  products  manufactured  cheaply  enough 
to  be  exported. 
Agriculture  in  Venezuela. 

The  crops  harvested  in  the  latter  part  of  1915  and  the  beginning 
of  1916  were  not  good,  the  production  of  the  two  great  staples,  coffee 
find  cocoa,  being  less  than  for  several  years.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  crops  harvested  in  December,  1916,  which  entered  into  trade  ancl 
commerce  in  1917,  were  among  the  best  on  record.  The  coffee  and 
cocoa  crops  were  among  the  largest  ever  produced,  and  the  crops  of 
beans,  peas,  potatoes,  and  vegetables  were  better  than  for  a  long 
time.  Venezuela  for  the  first  time  in  its  history  has  been  exporting 
beans  and  peas,  and  there  is  a  prospect  that  corn  may  be  shipped. 
Sugar  production  increased  rapidly;  in  1914,  318,351  pounds  were 
exported  to  the  United  States;  in  1915,  3.043.841  pounds;  and  in 
1916,  17,276,537  pounds.  New  centrals  are  being  promoted,  and 
there  is  an  almost  unlimited  amount  of  land  available  for  sugar. 
Tobacco  was  exported  in  greater  quantity  than  exer  before,  and  the 
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local  cigarette-maiiufacturiiiji;  business  underwent  a  considerable  ex- 
pansion ;  it  is  thus  evident,  as  Venezuela  imports  no  tobacco,  that  the 
production  of  this  crop  is  increasing.  Imports  of  raw  cotton  in- 
creased ;  in  spite  of  Government  encouragement  and  of  the  fact  that 
cotton  is  frequently  seen  growing  wild,  cotton  growing  does  not 
seem  to  be  a  successful  business  in  Venezuela.  To  encourage  rice 
growing,  decrees  were  issued  placing  all  tools  and  implements  for 
use  in  the  industry  upon  the  free  list,  and  various  State  governors 
offered  money  prizes  to  the  growers  producing  the  best  crops  of  this 
cereal. 
Railway  Situation  in  Venezuela. 

The  principal  event  in  railway-  circles  in  lOlG  was  the  final  settle- 
iiient  of  the  dispute  between  the  Government  and  the  Puerto  Ca- 
bello- Valencia  Railway.  The  road  was  built  upon  a  governmental 
guaranty  of  7  per  cent  interest  upon  the  capital  invested.  This  rate 
was  never  earned,  and  there  were  years  of  dispute  as  to  the  amounts 
actually'  invested  and  actually  earned.  Some  payments  on  this 
account  were  made,  the  guaranty  Avas  reduced  to  5  per  cent,  and 
later  it  was  definiteh'  caneeled  in  consideration  of  a  cash  pavment 
of  £190,000  sterling.  "  "^     • 

Otherwise  there  was  little  change  in  the  railway  situation.  The 
Bolivar  Railway  completed  its  branch  to  San  Felipe,  capital  of  the 
vState  of  Yaracuj',  but  there  was  no  other  construction.  The  rail- 
waj's  carried  more  freight  and  passengers  than  in  1915,  and  gross 
receipts  were  greater,  Ijut  because  of  increased  expenses  earnings 
were  slightly  less.  There  was  no  increase  in  wage  rates,  but  all 
railway  supplies,  particularly  coal,  were  much  dearer.  Several  rail- 
ways discontinued  the  use  of  coal  and  liegan  oi*  returned  to  the  use 
of  wood  fuel. 

The  (^'aribbean  Coal  Co.  is  seeking  a  concession  for  a  railway  from 
iis  mines  near  Lake  Maracaibo  to  deep  water  on  the  Caribbean,  and 
persons  interested  in  the  Bolivar  and  Puerto  Cabello- Valencia  lines 
desire  to  build  a  connecting  link  between  them,  but  there  is  no  con- 
struction actually  in  sight.  A  ncAv  and  more  lil^eral  law  of  railwaj' 
concessions  is  now  being  considered. 
Favorable  Banking  Conditions. 

During  191G  more  progress  was  made  in  banking  than  in  any  other 
business  in  Venezuela.  The  Bank  of  Venezuela  increased  the  num- 
ber of  its  agencies  in  the  Republic  from  7  to  28 ;  the  margin  between 
the  buying  and  the  selling  price  of  drafts  was  reduced  from  10  to  4 
points,  and  the  system  was  inaugurated  of  selling  drafts  at  the  same 
price  throughout  the  countrj'.  whereas  formerly  the  rates  of  exchange 
at  Caracas,  Maracaibo,  Ciudad  Bolivar,  and  other  points  Avere  apt 
to  var}'  Avidoly.  The  bank  announced  its  intention  of  stabilizing  ex- 
change rates  and  succeeded  in  doing  so  throughout  the  year,  New 
York  rate's  remaining  slighth'  and  Euroj^ean  rates  greatly  in  favor 
of  A^enezuela.  On  C3cto]>er  1  the  Bank  of  Venezuela  reduced  its  in- 
terest rate  on  30,  GO,  or  90  day  secured  connnercial  paper  to  8  per  cent. 

The  Royal  Bank  of  Canada  opened  a  branch  at  Caracas  and  sub- 
branches  at  Maracaibo,  Puerto  CabeHo,  and  Ciudad  Bolivar,  and  re- 
ports that  the  business  developed  has  greatlv  exceeded  expectations. 
The  Commercial  Bank  of  Spanish  America  (Ltd.).  also  a  P)ritish 
organization,  has  a  l)ranch  in  Caracas.     Late  in  the  year  tlic  Bank 
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of  Venezuela  withdrew  a  large  part  of  the  heavy  balance  it  had  been 
maintaining  in  New  York.  This  caused  relatively  large  shipments 
of  gold  from  the  United  States  to  Venezuela,  but  exchange  rates  con- 
tinued to  favor  Venezuela. 

The  Banco  Comercial  de  Maracaibo,  the  fourth  bank  of  issue  to  be 
established  in  the  country,  began  business  in  the  first  half  of  the 
year.  The  four  banks  showed  the  following  conditions  on  December 
31,  1916  (1  bolivar=$0.193)  : 


Banks. 

Balance. 

Cash  on  hand. 

Note  issue. 

Bank  of  Venezuela .  .  ... 

Bolivares. 

70,437,285  5G 

47,309,644.00 

5,075,966.54 

1,231,362.01 

Bolivares. 

24,OS2,322.41 

3,899,561  00 

872,836  00 

503,613.75 

Bnlivares. 
8,930,000.00 
4,000,000.00 
1,875,000.00 
SOO, 000. 00 

Banco  Caracas 

Bank  of  Maracaibo 

Banco  Comercial  de  Maracaibo 

[Announcements  were  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Oct.  3 
and  16  and  Dec.  17,  1917,  concerning  the  opening  of  branch  American 
banks  in  Venezuela.] 

Toveign  Commerce — Change  in  Items  of  Import. 

Venezuelan  foreign  commerce  consists  in  the  exportation  of  coffee, 
cocoa,  balata.  hides  and  skins,  gold,  asphalt,  copper  ore,  and  various 
forest  products,  and  the  purchase  abroad  of  eveiy  kind  of  manufac- 
tured goods  not  unsuited  to  a  tropical  country  except  certain  articles, 
such  as  shoes,  laundry  soap,  ready-made  clothing,  candles,  matches, 
trunks,  and  tobacco,  importation  of  which  is  rendered  impracticable 
by  high  protective-tariff  rates. 

The  average  imports  for  the  last  seven  years  have  amounted  to 
86,953,047  bolivares,  or  $16,721,740,  which,  as  the  population  is  usu- 
ally stated  at  2.836.000,  gives  the  annual  average  purchase  of  foreign 
eoods  at  slightly  less  than  $6  per  capita.  Exports  have  averaged 
120,672.287  bolivares,  or  $23,206,209,  for  the  same  period.  The  it^em 
of  cotton  textiles  is  by  far  the  largest  in  the  list  of  imports;  in  this 
item,  however,  American  trade  showed  to  least  advantage  until  re- 
cently. It  is  hoped  that  the  great  improvement  in  this  respect  will 
be  permanent,  but  there  is  ample  opportunity  for  still  further  expan- 
sion of  sales  of  American  textiles. 

Although  the  main  items  of  import  and  export  remain  the  same, 
there  is  in  others  constant  change.  The  introduction  of  the  auto- 
mobile accounts  for  several  large  new  items  in  cars,  gasoline,  lubri- 
cating oil,  rubber  tires,  and  varnishes,  and  the  establishment  of 
electric-lighting  plants  all  over  the  country  and  the  erection  of  soap, 
candle,  cement,  and  paper  factories  bring  about  the  importation  of 
supplies  and  materials  not  previously  in  demand. 
Requirements  of  Consular  Invoices — Direct  Trading  Increases. 

Exports  to  Venezuela  must  be  made  on  consular  invoice  in  the 
Spanish  language,  and  the  designation  of  the  goods  must  be  the  same 
as  in  the  tariif  law.  Fines  are  imposed  for  errors  in  consular  in- 
voices, whether  intentional  or  not,  and  the  utmost  care  should  be 
exercised  in  making  them  out. 

All  duties  are  levied  upon  gross  weights,  and  for  customs  purposes 
all  merchandise  is  divided  into  nine  classes.  Considered  from  the 
point  of  value  of  imported  articles,  this  system  results  in  some  anoma- 
lies, striking  instances  being  that  the  duty  on  a  gallon  of  kerosene 
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worth  $0.10  juiioiiiils  to  $0.25:  uii  :i  l>;iiTel  oT  Hour  the  tax  is  abnul  S7, 
Avhik^  ihat  on  an  automobile  Avorth  $5,000  uiay  he  no  luoi-e  (hau  $15. 
Generally  speakin^-,  the  taxation  falls  more  heavily  upon  articles  of 
low  value  and  more  lightly  upon  ex[)ensi\e  goofls. 

Bills  of  lading  have  no  standing  as  coiuuiereial  doeumenls  in 
Venezuela,  and  tlie  attaching  of  shipping  doeiuaents  to  drafts  gives 
no  security,  as  the  consignee  named  in  tlie  cousnlai-  invoice  can  al- 
Avays  obtain  goods  from  the  customs  authorities  without  having  any 
papers  in  his  possession  or  presenting  any  other  [)roof  of  ownership. 
The  only  way  to  make  sncli  shipments  is  to  inAoice  the  go(»ds  to  tlio 
banking  house  that  is  to  maicc  collection. 

Hitherto  the  first  and  greatest  requisite  for  lra(U'  in  Venezuela 
has  Jieen  credit.  It  is  ordinarily  said  that  to  do  business  in  this 
country  a  merchant  must  have  three  capitals — one  to  pay  for  goods 
abroad,  one  Avith  Avhich  to  pa}'  duties,  and  a  third  Avith  Avhich  to  carry 
on  business  Avhile  Avaiting  for  paj'ment  from  his  customers.  Export 
commission  firms  have  been  more  able  and  Avilling  to  extend  long, 
open-book  credits  and  have,  consequently,  handled  almost  all  Vene- 
zuelan commerce,  but  there  arc  now  ample  commercial  banking; 
facilities  Avithin  the  country,  whereas  formerly  there  Avere  none,  and 
it  is  highly  probable  that  direct  trading  liy  iiianufneturers  Avill  in- 
crease rapidly. 

The  inmiediate  commercial  outlook  in  W'nezuela  Ls  not  satisfactory 
on  account  of  the  depressing  effect  of  the  war  upon  the  price  of 
coffee,  the  coiuitry's  principal  product,  but  if  peaee  should  eome  soon 
there  is  every  probability  that  a  commercial  booiu  would  set  in,  as 
there  are  laige  coffee  stocks  in  storage  Avhich  should  sell  at  a  good 
price. 
Distribution  of  Import  Trade. 

Up  to  1011  the  United  Slates,  wliieli  now  ranks  (irst  as  a  supplier 
of  goods  to  Venezuela,  Avas  usually  second  to  the  ITnited  Kingdom 
and  onl}'  slightly  ahead  of  Germam\  The  following  table  gJAes  tlu; 
quantity  and  value  of  the  imports  into  Vene/,uela  from  eaeh  couiilrA' 
during  1915  and  1916: 


(.'ountiics  or  origin. 


Argenlina 

Barbados 

Canary  Islands. 

China 

Colombi-.i 

Cuba. 


191.-5 


Kilos. 


791 


Curacao 

Denmark 

Ecuador 

Vrancc 

Guiana,  British . 

Grenada 

Itals 


230,921 
6,901 
91.388 


Bolivares. 


1,480 


16,'.,  213 
:i«,  210 
l:5,C0U 


1910 


Kilos 


, 155, 124 
2,200 


Netherlands 

Panama 

Pcm 

Porto  Rico 

Spain 

Sweden 

United  Kingdom. 

United  States 

Trinidad 


Total. 


,294,937 

,,569,074 

15, 462 


6,206 
904,821 
16, 185 
724,374 
002,354 
843.  S7S 


3,391.347 
80O 


!3.4t)l 

:',.(« I 

1S..(IHI 

'J7,'j:;-i 

:;(K).:jtN 

!.772,70;l 

152,707 

lOil 

1.309.  l:JJ 


Bolivarcs. 


J.2S.-I 
l,3,'!(l 

100|()49 
:!49,3li5 
I3H,72:$ 
!.-.:!,  15 1 
11. 503 
"■.  \  !."r,  ItNt 


2.. 512, 0.55 
4.071,474 
1.404  i 


1,652  i 
3.376,205 

6.862    . 
14,2:r.,012 
41,1.56,579  I 
823,981 


140 

772, 10:1 

2,'>6J.89y 

7,2;)0 

1  ij<-. 

23! 379 
3. 112. iss 


60 

2.174,800 

I.2<.)9. 122 

!■<  .521) 

208 

21.  :,.',•: 
5.  '.H.ic,  2:57 


17,218,1119 
82,239.218 
3,0(K>,278 


23,llti,99(l 

67.143,66<i 

S7:!,  127 


10.5,932,616  j      (©,793,970  i     113.242,451  ',       I06.!«14,0,S9 
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These  figures  include  imports  of  gold  coin,  amounting  to  9,229,885 
bolivares,  all  of  v/hicli  came  from  the  United  States.  Parcel-post  im- 
ports, which  amounted  during  1916  to  3,406,296  bolivares,  are  not  in- 
cluded. The  quantity  of  goods  is  practically  the  same  for  both  years, 
and  by  subtracting  the  imports  of  gold  from  the  total  value  in  1916 
it  will  be  seen  that  Venezuela  paid  97,000,000  bolivares  for  goods  that 
in  1915  cost  only  70,000.000,  The  most  noticeable  features  in  the 
table  are  the  great  increase  in  the  value  of  British  goods  imported 
and  the  heavy  decrease  in  Dutch  trade.  American  trade  increased 
from  59  per  cent  to  62.8  per  cent  of  the  total.  Both  Spanish  and 
French  trade  increased,  but  Italian  trade  showed  a  slight  decrease, 
being  due  no  doubt  to  the  loss  of  one  of  the  two  Italian  vessels  trad- 
ing to  Venezuela. 

Articles  of  Import  by  Chief  Countries  of  Origin. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported by  Venezuela  in  1915  and  1916,  and  the  amount  ffirnished  by 
each  country: 


Articles  and  countries  of 
orifrin. 


Agncnitural  imnlements 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Arms  and  accessories 

United  States 

Automo'  liles 

United  States 

Bags,  empty 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Bagging 

United  States 

Beer 

United  States , 

United  Kingaom 

Denmark , 

Netherlands , 

Belting , 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Beverages,  alcoholic 

United  States •. . . . 

United  ICingdom 

France 

Netherlands 

Biscuit 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Books,  printed 

United  States 

Spain 

France 

Butter 

United  States 

Denmark 

Netherlands 

Buttons 

Umted  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Swain 

Canned  and  preserved  foods.. 

United  States 

France 

Italy 

Spain 

Caibonic  acid  gas 

United  States , 

Cartridges 

United  States 

Cement 

United  States 

Trinidad 


S332,957 

2  (i,024 

4   ,  !4ij 

12,   44 

12,   11 

244,  Ul 

241,412 

81,845 


227,893 

1,1,0 

23, 2n4 

2,830 

1,320 


15.006 
14,083 


158. 383 

21,017 

20,522 

105,315 

5,248 

&1,211 

71,527 

12,034 

10,249 

2,9  9 

8,4.50 

2, 898 

211,185 

168,3.51 


19, 232 

15,275 

1,346 

341 

5,582 

2,220 

2,353 

3,297 

129,037 

85,116 

4,370 

4,013 


IS,  755 
18, 253 
43, 525 
43,525 
79, 774 
51, 174 
11,578 


1916 


S189, 158 

112,&-i9 

57,. 550 

14,637 

14, 227 

405, 988 

3.2,233 

141.899 

57, 500 

60,939 

46  ,231 

15, 881 

23, 193 

7,975 

2,638 

7,959 

2,447 

31.295 

28, 899 

1,256 

242, 164 

26, 086 

23,429 

175,  U  7 

5,631 

94,104 

72,517 

13,943 

41,474 

10, 177 

17.100 

7,872 

182,111 

88,293 

77,020 

13.337 

53,613 

n,  .99 

2,057 

16,542 

40 

5,937 

10,3,7 

191),  062 

144,609 

13,210 

5.493  , 

10,469 

13,047 

12,343 

61,477 

51,477 

117,868 

65. 750 

22, 071 


Articles  and  countries  ol 
origin. 


Chee.se 

United  States 

Netlicrlands 

Italy 

Coal...: 

United  St 'trs 

United  Kingdom. 

Netherlands 

Confectionery 

United  States 

Ignited  ICingdom. 

Fr^mce 

Itjly 

Cordage 

1.  nited  States 


Cotton  aiid  manufactiu'es: 
Knit  goods 

L  nited  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Netherlands 

Spain , 

Italy 

Canvas  and  duck 

I'nited  States 

Embroidery 

L'mtpd  States 

United  Kingdom 

Blankets 

L' nited  States 

Spain 

Handkerchiefs  and  towel: 

i_  nited  St.-ites 

United  Kingdom 

Spain 

Lace  and  trimmings 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Netherlands 


Thread  tmd  yam,  cotton 
and  linen 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Spain 

Cloths, etc 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Spain 


1915 


S.3.5,t53f. 
'  2,930 
20,0(^3 

3,450 
93,603 
45. 548 
39,311 

8,351 
75, 146 
38. 222 

8.573 

10, 590 

14.083 

104, 921 

95,447 

173, 575 
13.532 
5.407 
26. 090 
21.372 
102,418 
4.7S7 


297. 574 

13. 135 

211, 488 

4,544 

11,909 

31, 927 

24. 442 

2,369.017 

485, 010 

1,418,281 

37, 169 

93,827 

205.608 

51, 127 


1910 


?41,9(i8 

8,4.55 

27,241 

1.319 

152,  (;45 
49. 420 
78,631 
2.771 
79, 5,S3 
32. 121 
18,001 
10, 100 
12.955 

103. 746 
82, 344 

404,582 

98.269 

4.218 

37, 765 

5.  848 

250.011 

3.  .501 

a  76. 322 

a  75, 336 

a  73. 705 

0  2.278 

a  67, 516 

"03. 321 

0  44.643 

a  12. 120 

G  02.  825 

a  1.506 

a  53. 520 

0  5.882 

<J  70.315 

o  57, 243 

0  8.648 

a  4, 124 

576,696 

35, 133 

429,395 

5,902 


28,001 

55.780 

4,171.641 

1,310.467 

2,373.414 

38,869 

25.784 

101,445 

64,655 


a  Six  months  only.    Not  pre-saously  separated. 


VENEZUELA. 


Articles  and  countries  of 
origin. 


Cotton  and  manufactures 
Continued. 

Cotton,  raw 

United  States 

Disinfectants 

United  State,'! 

United  ICiugdoin 

Drugs,  medicines,  and  clicm- 

icals 

United  States 

United  lungdom 

Trance 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Spam 

Earthenware  and  crockery... 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Electrical  apparatus 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Electric-light  bulbs 

United  States 

Engines,  gas  and  oil  motors. . 

Uniied  States 

TJnited  Kingdom 

Trinidad 

Explosives,  powder,  dyna- 
mite, and  fuses 

United  States 

Elonr,  wheat 

United  States 

Trinidad 

drain: 

Rice 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Trinidad 

Jiarlev,  mailed 

United  States 

nioss: 

Bottles 

United  States 

>fanufactures,  n.  c.  s 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

i'latc  and  flat 

United  States 

Gold  coin 

United  States 

Iron: 

Domestic  wares 

United  States 

ITnitcd  Kingdom 

Netherlands 

Manufactures,  n.  e.  s 

United  Slates 

I'nitcd  Kingdom 

Netherlands 

Unfinished    and    struc- 

tinal 

United  States 

T'nited  Kingdom 

Netherlands , 

Pipes  and  tubes , 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Nails , 

United  States 

TJnited  Kingdom.,. 

Lamps,  lanterns,  etc 

United  States 

Lard 

United  States 

T.calher 

United  States 

France 

Machines    and    machinery, 


1913 


$109,793 
169, 793 
21,900 


G;50,3I0 

375,337 

52,700 

124.977 

17, 150 

22,209 

7,262 

10,802 

2,995 

9,562 

106,495 

95,438 

9,940 


n.  c.  s . 


United  States.... 
United  Kingdom. 

France 

Netherlands 

Cuba 


63,004 
30,945 
15,690 
3,810 

19,531 

19, 531 

1,101,900 

1,091,821 

10,885 

019,952 
424,518 
91,415 
23, 860 
11,600 
36,101 

15,789 

12.095 

3S,  :1S5 

1:0,963 

3,698 

3,376 

3, 211 

1,418 

193,405 

193,405 

41,524 
16,592 

8,854 
14,882 
72, 287 
,50, 692 
7,700 
4,415 


191G 


§310,353 

316.353 

42, 668 

22,967 

10, 048 

738,000 

480,458 

43,849 

100,529 


22, 190 

17,090 

20,010 

5, 109 

19.094 

152,739 

133, 892 

4,743 

a  10, 001 

9,252 

109, 790 

98, 732 

10,004 

COO 

43,117 

41,821 

1.201,103 

i; 190, 963 

10,103 

023, OSi 
550,950 
45,437 
12,010 
01,294 
01,284 

JS,  105 
44,829 
49,509 
39,009 
1,493 
3,348 
11,607 
11,514 
74,977 


1,770,996 

184,420 

1,30,929 

20,886 

22,001 

129,938 

93,792 

15,619 

3,888 


109,523 

139,439 

97,542 

123,083 

.5,417 

10,451 

1,255 

2,932 

116,643 

109,837 

110, 178 

104,452 

6,117 

2,466 

26,954 

.57, 156 

20,855 

48, 212 

3,664 

8,183 

17,148 

18,650 

13,085 

17,012 

288, 182 

355,347 

288, 182 

355,347 

220,359 

319,719 

180, 191 

201,488 

27,144 

47,348 

503,605 

058, 107 

375,461 

607,340 

20,454 

27,697 

3,843 

12,731 

152,088 

Arlicles  and  countries  of 
origin. 


54,169 


Machine  parts  and  accessories 

United  Stales 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Spain 

Material  for  hats,  and  inifm- 

ished  hals 

United  Stales 

I'uited  Kingdom 

France 

Italy 

Spain 

OfRce  supplies 

United  StattSs 

United  Kingdom 

Franco 

Oils: 

Macliine 

United  States 

U'.iited  Kingdom 

Oasoline  and  benzine 

United  States 

Ciiracao 

Kerosene 

United  Stales 

l.inseed 

United  Stales 

United  Kingdom 

Olive 

France 

Italy 

Spain 

Olives  and  capers 

France 

Spain 

Paints: 

Ordinary 

United  States 

t/nitetl  Kingdom 

Netht^rlands 

r.namel  and  colors 

I'nited  States 

Taper: 

rrinting 

United  States 

Wall 

United  States 

Citiarettc 

Spain 

All  other 

I'nlted  States 

Ignited  Kingdom 

France 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Spain , 

I'araffm 

United  States 

Ferfumery 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Italy 

Pumps , 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Spain , 

Railway  materials 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Rubber  tires 

United  States 

United  ICingdom 

Franco 

Rubber  manufactiu'cs 

United  Slates 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Italy 

Sardines 

United  States 

Netherlands 

Spain 

France 


191.- 


S!24, 205 

98,018 

10, 815 

2,023 

3, 107 

81,252 


20, ISS 


41,432 
34,292 

2,191 
99, 317 
98,828 

2,503 

170,200 

173,012 

21,070 

17.950 

i;793 
153, 835 
12,516 
35, 274 
99, 451 
12,507 

1,295 

7,881 

.52,417 
41,819 
3, 130 
2, 495 
23,378 
19,668 

38, 590 

37,924, 

4,047 

3, 589 


143, 103 

92,992 

6,261 

1,135 

21,863 

10, 500 

7,372 

35, 598 

35,598 

122,563 

27,992 

11,890 

78,700 


20,590 


184,7,56 
130,364, 
53,800 


78,620 
5,62.5 
4,657 

62,033 


1916 

§132,030 

105,302 

13,073 

5,062 

2,039 

i*0, 422 
2, 503 

12,009 
9,002 

31,935 
4,029 

35,351 

20,998 
4,435 
1,349 

40,920 

43,810 

1,008 

205,091 

187,910 

11,49;; 

151,821 

149,407 

25,331 

24,081 

1,250 

191.784 

10,401 

30,662 

126,56!) 

14,814 

1,252 

9,278 

75, 865 
58,0,54 
9,71S 
1,115 
15,445 
1.5,430 

70,627 

69,457 

3,921 

3,015 

37, 750 

37,750 

213,635 

101,381 

5, 805 

3,092 

6, 283 

13,636 

19, 422 

73,631 

73,631 

171,325 

48,750 

15,405 

99, 84S 

3,20S 

18, 235 

15,287 

1,142 

1,560 

129, 19S 

114,140 

13,341 

67,88) 

52, 190 

10, 900 

310 

37, 453 

27,059 

4,  .542 

3,107 

1,093 

130,200 

23,700 

80O 

100,468 

5, 805 


"  Six  months  only.    Not  previously  separated. 


SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   KEPORTS. 


Articles  and  countries  of 
origin. 


Scda  (except  silicate) 

United  State.s 

United  Kingd  im 

Spices  and  gr  Keries,  n.  e.  s. . . 

United  States 

Spain 

Stearin 

United  States 

Netherlands 

Tools 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Toys 

United  States 

Sp.iin 

Franje 


1915 


S4o,  146 


86,383 

78, 115 

5,8.54 

349, 763 

182,819 

164,754 

40, 824 

33,  225 

,    5,  out 

15, 856 


1916 


50 

11 

80 

62 

3 

253 

253 


Articles  and  countries  of 
origLu. 


Wine 

United  States 

United  Kingdom. 

France 

Italy 

Spain 

Wii-e,  barbed 

United  States 

Wire,  galvanized 

United  States 

Woolen  gKids 

United  States 

United  Kingd. .m. 

Fran.e 

Spain 


1915 


$.iS9,83!l 

2,437 

14,849 

K,514 

46,4 'S 

140,363 

142, 863 

142,338 

41,387 

39, 368 

143, 272 

33, 804 

89,! 37 

32, 243 


1916 


S268, 858 

11,521 

17,117 

54,530 

36, 552 

147, 782 

133,012 

135,944 

46, 630 

46, 252 

3)0,950 

62, 490 

219,313 

14,720 

3,600 


Parcel- Post  Importations. 

Ill  the  Venc-znelan  statistics  for  the  first  half  of  191G  the  values  of 
importations  by  parcel  post  were  given  for  the  first  time,  and  in  those 
for  the  second  half  of  the  year  both  the  articles  and  values  were  speci- 
fied f c  r  the  first  time.  Imi.orts  for  the  year  by  parcel  post  totaled 
3,406,296  bolivares  ($655,057)  ;  the  share  of  the  United  States  was 
1,270,708  bolivares,  the  principal  articles  being  jewelry,  drugs,  and. 
medicines,  perfumery,  printed  books,  silk  cloths  and  clothing,  surgi- 
cal instruments,  articles  of  celluloid,  cotton  undershirts,  optical  sup- 
plies, cinematograph  films,  leather  goods,  and  dental  instruments. 
France  w\'is  the  only  country  to  send  more  goods  by  parcel  post  than 
the  United  States,  being  cred'ted  with  1,305.358  bolivares.  French 
shipments  comprised  the  same  articles  as  American  shipments,  but 
were  much  larger  in  the  quantity  and  value  of  silk  manufactures. 
Italy  was  third  in  parcel-}X)St  shipments  with  a  total  of  578.512 
bolivares,  the  principal  articles  being  hats,  felts,  a,nd  oth'^r  material 
for  hats,  watches  and  jewelry,  and  silk  goods.  Great  Britain  was 
fourth  in  the  list  with  shipments  valued  at  179,057  bolivares,  silks 
and  cigarettes  being  th.e  more  important  articles. 

Shipment  by  parcel  post  is  very  convenient  for  goods  able  to  sup- 
port the  postage  charge,  as  there  are  no  consular  invoices  necessary 
and,  consequently,  no  fines  for  wrong  declarations.  Deliveries  are 
made  much  more  promptly  than  they  formerly  were. 

Export  Trade  for  1916. 

Although  the  import  trade  for  1916  showed  an  increase  in  both 
quantity  and  value,  the  export  trade  shows  an  increase  in  quantity 
of  20,000  tons  and  a  decrease  in  value  of  nearly  5,000.000  bolivares. 
The  following  ta,ble  gives  the  quantity,  value,  and  countries  of  des- 
tination of  the  exports  from  Venezuela  in  1915  and  1916: 


Countries. 

1915 

1916 

Metric  tons. 

Bolivares. 

Metric  tons. 

Bolivares. 

Barbado=! 

780 

800 

887 

68 

21,317 

135 

18,282 

1,563 

149 

2,260 

2,804 

16, 255 

Brazil .           .  .    

G72, 000 

Colombia 

676 

120 

12, 118 

1,431 

14,587 

1,600 

99 

2,726 

12,744 

235,98.5 

101,920 

5, 662, 931 

1,328,216 

15,430,365 

479, 803 

1, 9.50 

2,713,120 

10,913,146 

342,264 

Cuba 

00, 190 

Curacao 

8,758,711 
140,560 

Denmark 

France 

22,418,083 

Frcncli  Guiana 

419, 735 

i7renada 

7,271 

Italy 

2,419,225 

Netherlands 

8.296.851 

VENEZUELA. 


Count  lie: 


I  191o  !  191() 

Mclric  tons.    ]ji>iiv;ircs.  Metric  tons.'  Bolivaros. 


Forto  Rico 

St.  Lucia 

.Spain 

Trinidad 

Ignited  Kingdom 

\ 'nited  Stales 

All  other 

Total - j 

Principal  Articles  of  Export. 

The  (|ii;uili(v  and  value  of  the  ex])oi'ts  from  \'eiieziiel:i  (hifiiiu'  liKlT) 
ami  1010  are  given,  by  articles  and  countries  of  destination,  in  the 
I'ollowino;  table: 


Articles  and  counlrios  of  dcslin-ation. 


Coffee 

United  States.... 

Vrance 

Netherlands 

Curacao 

Spain 

Italy 

Cocoa 

I'nited  Stales 

France 

Netherlands 

Sjiain 

Ualy 

Trinidad 

Hold 

United  States 

Spain 

nides 

T'ni ted  States 

Netherlands 

Trinidad 

Franco 

.'^kins 

United  States.... 

Curacao 

liulata 

T'nited  Slates 

United  ICingdoin. 

Trinidad 


Mi-'ar. 


United  States 

1  United  Kingdom 

Curacao 

Netherlands 

France 

Animals 

Asphalt 

Chicle 

Coconut  cil 

Castor  oil 

Copaiba 

("oi^per  ore 

nivi-divi 

Feathers  (heron  plumes) . 

Fertilizer 

I'ish  sounds 

I.calher,  sole 

Magnesite 

Maize 

Mangrove  bark 

Meat,  frozen 

Pearls 

Pearl,  shell 

Rubber 

Sabadilla 

Sandals 

Scmamby 

Tobacco 

Tonka  beans 

Wood 


Ijolivares. 


Metric 
tons. 


02, 581 

33,S00 

9,U7 

7',  650 

1.309 

3,545 

1 ,  730 

IK,  281 

8,018 

3, 569 

1.396 

1,314 

■  523 

3.027 


3,467 

3,272 

53 

S8 


!  00,868,908 
I  32,607,121 

8.085,296 
!  7,904,008 
:  4. 109, 187 
i  3i  437, 958 

1,749,291 
'  25.077,148 
i  11,801,702 
;  4,969.098 

1,930,946 
'■  1,910,266 
7(!9,.396 
•  3,207.814 
'  0, 785. 572 
i  6,141,907 
I  9,948 
i  8,536.3.57 

8,147,384 
!  137,283 
i    135, 382 


940 
709 
193 

1,02 

478 

534 

13 

4.205 
'4% 

1.326 

1,375 
850 
157 


7  1 


25.309 
451 

1 

53 
,8,838 
5,668 

12,754 

41 

105 

.5,  .330 

82 

1,239 

3, 571 


123 
140 
112 
10 
32 
350 
170 
5,792 


1,703, 

1,276, 

387, 

4.089, 

1,972. 

^,062, 

46, 

1,188, 

139, 

427, 

405, 

1.50, 

01, 

1,117, 

1,703. 

1,147, 

\', 

128, 

1,094, 

473, 

801, 

92, 

80, 

573, 

.53, 

17, 

!K), 

1,402, 


728, 

100, 
207, 
576, 
287, 


.50, 814 

25,971 

11,381 

2,171 

2,989 

6, 149 

1,812 

15, 183 

5,305 

4,417 

325 

1.849 

259 

2,575 


Bolivares. 


3,297 

3.034 

29 

45 

135 

1,162 

315 

626 

241 

373 

10 

9,273 

1.585 

■739 

6. 831 


44.621 
74 


11,779 

7,  7.58 

1 

12,9.55 

54 

510 

0. 360 

103 

3.54 

3,313 


430 
140 
9S 
14 
37 
476 
25 
0, 440 


54,676,388 

27,364,224 

13, 517, 369 

2,559,59;: 

3,348,134 

5, 555, 661 

1,955,341 

22,043,49(1 

8,477,33;: 

6,499,62:: 

4.5.5,776 

2,869,662 

408,925 

2,693,19(5 

9,278,001 

7,629,579 

1,605, 676 

8, 706, 4^4 

8,369.4&4 

72,358 

.54,331 

148,000 

3,202,836 

1,921,667 

1,2.56,1,53 

2,936,697 

1,070,220 

1,813,280 

42,600 

;},461,860 

625, 55s 

246,235 

2,525,119 


32718°— 18— 48a- 
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SUPPLEMEJSTT   TO   COMMEECE   EEPORTS. 


The  great  falling  off  in  shipments  of  balata  was  largely  due  to  the 
destructive  methods  of  gathering  this  product;  it  seems  destined  to 
disappear  as  an  im.poit  nt  article  of  export.  The  exports  of  chicle 
decrtnised,  as  Amer'can  chewing-gum  manufacturers  have  found  dif- 
ficulty in  using  this  Venezuelan  gum.  The  decrease  in  tonka  beans 
was  a  natural  one  as  this  crop  is  only  good  in  alternate  years.  The 
export  value  of  pearls  appear  to  be  greatly  understated;  single  deal- 
ers arc  known  to  export  more  than  is  shown  as  the  total,  and  experts 
agree  that  the  value  of  the  annual  production  is  about  2,500,000  boli- 
varcs. 

Future  prospects  for  Venezuelan  exi^ort  trade  are  not  good  so 
long  as  the  war  and  the  scarcity  of  shipping  last.  Excellent  prices 
for  Venezuelan  c  coa  are  obtainab-e  in  France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  but 
the  amount  of  c-u^go  space  obtainable  is  very  limited,  and  it  seems 
probable  that  this  cond'tion  will  become  worse  instead  of  better. 
Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  combined  declared  exi^orts  from  all  Amei-^can  consulates  and 
corsu^ar  ag'^nc'es  in  VcTif^yiT^^i  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  in 
1915  and  1916  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


P!»lata 

fHicle 

Cooia 

Co"'-- 

Co 

'  T      r  irp  and  matte. 

D    Ulivi 

Yi^v,  snunds 

Fi^'es 

^  11  bhpr 

Slins 

Si'cir 

Woods 

All  other 


1915 


Pounds. 


V;x'!Te. 


,110 


l'<n,f;=i7 
2,8'?  9-7 
F?,'i''4 
2e,C.=il 
57,  (i^O 


1916 


Pounds. 


3P,'1«,'9" 
fi,''^.'<,9Jl 

7,''3\4()l 

l.'^l-S-i'^S 
17,270,537 


Value. 


$260,273 

?1.4fi9 
l,79r,fi70 
6,627,-44 

45J,  ^.51 

16",  072 

31,735 

2,040,S28 

l«:?,46:j 

.^01, 409 

67f!,656 

26,S57 

48,528 


12,881,851 


Total 13,743,402  ^ 

Fxiirr's  to  Porto  Rico  in  1916  consisted  of  fertilizers,  chocolate, 
cocoa,  and  cinematograph  films,  vab^ed  at  SI  1,601.  There  Avero  no 
ex]5orts  to  Hnwnii  or  the  Pli'lippinps.  Pf^^urned  American  goods 
amo'inted  to  $38,099,  as  compai-ed  v,-i>h  $19,593  f<n"  the  ])revious  year. 

Tliore  vras  a  decrease  of  $2,000  000  in  the  three  articles,  chicle, 
cocoa,  and  coffee,  but  this  Avas  partiallv  made  up  by  increases  in 
copper  ore,  hides,  skins,  and  sugar.  The  last-named  article  shows 
exports  G  times  as  great  in  quantity  and  8  times  as  much  in  value  for 
1915  and  Avill  soon  be  one  of  the  principal  exports  of  this  country. 

Importance  of  Port  of  La  Gaaira. 

La  Guaira  is  the  principal  port  of  Venezuela  in  regard  to  imports, 
about  one-half  of  all  the  foreign  goods  entering  the  country  being- 
la  nded  here.  In  exports  it  ranks  beloAA^  Maracaibo  and  aboiit  equal 
with  Puerto  C'abello.  There  is  a  steady  coasting  trade  Avith  smaller 
ports  to  the  east  and  Avest,  but  the  toAvn  is  principally  important  as 
the  gateAvay  to  Caracas  and  centi-al  Venezuela.  There  is  a  AA^eekly 
steamship  service  from  Ncav  York  by  the  Red  "  D "  Line  and  a 
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monthly  steamer  from  New  Orleans.     French,  Italian,  Spanish,  and 
Dutch  steamers  en  route  to  and  from  Europe  toucli  at  the  port. 

The  La  Guaira  Harbor  Corporation  keeps  a  record  of  all  merchan- 
dise moving  through  the  port,  the  figures  being  entirely  separate 
from  those  of  the  customs  authorities.  For  the  last  four  years  the 
movement  has  been  as  folloAvs,  ueights  being  given  in  metric  tons  of 
2,204  pounds: 


Items. 


FOEKIGN  TRADE. 

Imports 

General  mei'chandise 

n  ard  wai'e 

I'rovisions  and  li  uors 

Oils  (eN;c!ui  ing  Ueros  ne) 

Kerosene 

Timber 

Cement 

Coal 

STac^  inery 

Rail 'vay  niatcri \\ 

Ex]oorts..  - ." 

Coree 

Cocoa 

Fi  fs 

Su<;ar 

All  other  articles 

COASTI^''^  TR  \nE 

Imports 

Exports 


1913 


Metric  torts. 
57,358 
1?,  ■^52 

15, 2S3 

3S3 

1,'>06 

7,593 

P,  539 

1,373 

2, 169 

1>',298 

?,  ■^-19 

i<,-!3r. 

505 

220 

7-19 


2S,410 
12, OGO 


1911 


Metric  innt. 

49, -00 

10,rvl7 

:!,.')00 

16,006 

■156 

2,600 

2,''<'0 

3,9^0 

5,  ''73 

1,031 

19,6^9 

9,3rG 

7.2-9 

'791 

1,50^ 

722 


30,377 
10, 792 


1915 


Metric  tnvs. 

•ll,O0S 

S,711 

.3,  742 

16,  l.iO 

093 

3,412 

148 

1,614 

5,547 

S87 

94 

22,464 

10, 152 

9,. 502 

1,059 

&'■■, 

976 


27, 555 
13,577 


1910 


Metric  tons. 

46,533 

10,825 

3,914 

18,023 

&35 

3,392 

1,042 

2,245 

5, 2F() 

1,137 

40 

18, 1.33 

8,484 

7, 153 

1,030 

430 

1,030 


31, 272 
17,414 


The  share  of  imports  coming  from  the  United  States  was  25.860 
tons  hi  101:]:  91.431  to^-^  in  1914:  -^7.161  tons  in  1915;  and  34,421 
tons  in  1910.  Im]:)orts  fro^^i  the  United  Kingdom  in  1913  amounted 
to  14.080  tons;  in  1914,  7,329  tons;  in  1915,  9,355  tons;  and  in  1910. 
8,402  tons. 

Declnred  Exports  from  La  Guaira. 

Before  the  war  exports  from  Li  Guaira  to  tlie  United  States 
averaged  onlv  $"00,000  p^r  nnnum.  In  1910  tlie  exports  Avere  more 
than  four  t'm^s  as  much,  being  valued  -^t  $^,0SS,794. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  articles  declared  at  the  consulate 
at  La  Guaira  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  in  1915  and  1910  are 
shown  in  tlie  following  table: 


Articles. 

1915 

1910 

Ponnds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Cocoa 

14,852,010 
3, 236, 187 

S2, 009, 686 

253,505 

372 

8,064.361 

3,006,«50 

12, 092 

35,607 

81,198,901 

CofTeo 

358, 652 

Cc  per  si^rap 

1  082 

Dlvi-divi 

878 

Gold 

s\59 

327, 9^7 

2,690 

15,8-19 

38.5,425 

10,026 

2  741 

ITidcs 

1,179,429 

1,246,879 

Pearls 

Plants ...  . 

16,293 

160,  lfi2 

180, 4-^4 

277, 1.56 

42 

2,552 

Babaiilla.-.i 

8,508 
31,427 

Ski"": 

124,9.31 
640 

13,964 

37 

2,895 

5,S77 

Biiga'"..            .     . 

11  978 

Ton  ka  beans 

IS 

All  other 

57, 154 

Total 

2,617,872 

2, 088, 79i 

12  SUPPLEMEXT    TO    COMMERCE    ItEPORTS. 

CJUDAD  BOLIVAR  AGENCY. 

Tlu'  total  trntle  of  the  port  of  Cliudad  Bolivav  for  the  yetu-  191G 
shows  a  falling  off  from  the  figures  of  the  i^revioiis  year.  The  de- 
crease ATas  confined  to  exports,  the  import  trade  improving  from 
ii<899,310  to  $1,023,060,  but,  as  prices  for  the  principal  products  ruled 
considerably  higher  in  1910,  the  decline  in  volume  of  exports  was 
greater  than  is  indicated  by  the  value,  which  was  $o,47S,708  in  1915 
and  $o.loo,40T  in  1910.  All  the  countries  of  supply  shared  in  the 
increase  of  imports,  but  the  United  States  is  responsible  for  by  far 
the  greater  part,  the  proportion  of  goods  imported  from  the  United 
States  amounting  to  about  GO  per  cent  of  the  whole.  The  main  diffi- 
culty Avhich  merchants  experienced  throughout  the  year  was  the  de- 
lay in  ol)taining  delivery  of  orders,  due  to  the  shortage  of  shipping; 
init  in  spite  of  this  shipments  from  Europe  arc  on  the  upgrade  and 
continue  regularity.  As  in  the  past,  imports  from  the  United  States 
have  been  confined  to  the  staple  lines,  flour,  kerosene,  and  gasoline, 
and  certain  lines  of  hardware  and  dry  goods,  Avhich  form  the  great 
Ijulk  of  the  imports  of  the  port.  The  trade  in  miscellaneous  goods 
and  the  finer  grade  of  textiles  is  almost  exclusively  with  Europe.  In 
particular,  the  Italians  seem  recently  to  be  making  a  l)id  for  the 
fancy-goods  trade.  American  manufacturers,  with  their  advantages 
of  nearness,  lower  insurance  rates,  and  the  close  connection  of  the 
local  merchants  with  the  New  York  markets,  might  find  it  worth 
their  while  to  pay  more  attention  to  this  miscellaneous  line  of  goods. 
There  is  a  market  here  for  biscuits,  canned  meats,  canned  fruits,  and 
other  preserved  provisions,  cotton  prints,  cotton  and  linen  goods, 
olive  oil,  wines  and  spirits,  perfumery,  toilet  articles,  fine  soaps, 
drugs  and  patent  medicines,  paraffin.  Avax.  stearin,  miscellaneous 
hardware,  etc. 
Exports  from  Ciudad  Bolivar. 

The  decrease  given  in  the  value  of  exports  is  below  the  true  iigure. 
as  the  statistics  for  1915  include  onl}'  goods  exported  via  Trinidad 
and  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  via  Venezuelan  coast  ports. 
The  figures  for  1910  include  also  shipments  of  gold  l^ullion  to  the 
Unitecl  States  via  those  ports. 

In  1910,  77,183  ounces  of  gold  bullion  Avere  exported,  as  compared 
with  57,283  ounces  in  1915,  exclusive  of  shipments  to  the  United 
States  via  La  Guaira.  There  Avere  no  unusual  developments  in  the 
gold-mining  business  during  1910.  but  the  recently  discovered  alluvial 
gold  field  on  the  Cuj'uni  River  has  undergone  steadj^  exploitation 
and  several  of  the  Cj[uartz  mines  liaA'e  given  good  results. 

All  other  important  articles  of  export  shoAv  considerable  decrease 
in  output,  though  in  the  case  of  rubber  the  decrease  in  quantity  was 
accompanied  by  an  increase  in  value.  Of  the  total  of  149,745  kilos 
exported  in  1910,  valued  at  $105,000,  about  half  Avent  to  the  United 
States. 

The  export  of  hides,  one  of  the  staple  articles  of  this  port,  amount- 
ing in  1910  to  1,170,497  kilos,  valued  at  $592,590,  has  suffered  by  the 
development  of  the  traffic  between  the  up-river  districts  and  Caracas, 
Puerto  Cabello,  and  other  northern  coast  ports.  Before  the  war, 
Avhen  the  trade  in  feathers  Avas  the  chief  industry,  the  merchants  of 
Apure  did  practically  all  of  their  business  in  Ciudad  BoliA^ar,  ob- 
taining credits  of  mcr<-handise  from  the  merchants  here  and  sending 
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in  return  not  only  feathers,  but  also  bides  and  otber  products.  With 
tbe  practical  elimination  of  their  business  on  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  the  A  pure  traders,  finding  their  credits  cut  otf  in  Bolivar,  began 
to  buy  supplies  from  Caracas  and  other  northern  cities,  where  they 
sell  their  cattle.  The  hides  have  thus  tended  to  go  overland  to  the 
north  coast.  It  is  generally  felt  that  this  tendency  will  be  accentu- 
ated in  the  future,  which  is  not  a  pleasant  prospect  for  the  Ciudad 
Bolivar  merchants. 
Decreased  Production  of  Balata — Shipping. 

Balata,  the  spcond  most  important  product  of  the  district,  shows  a 
falliiig  otT  from  1.02G  tons  in  101")  to  f>i'>3  tons  in  1910.  with  a  con- 
siderable decrease  in  vahie.  The  principal  market  for  balata  is 
London,  but  even  the  hish  price  ruling  there  throughout  the  season 
was  not  sufficient  to  arrest  ^he  oj^eration  of  the  natural  causes  leading 
to  the  inevitable  decb'ne  of  the  industry.  On  account  of  the  destruc- 
tive policy  of  cutting  down  the  trees  pursued  in  former  years  [see 
CoMiMEPCE  Rfpoitts  for  Nov.  20,  1917].  the  balata  collectors  have  had 
to  penetrate  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  forests,  with  the  result  that 
the  cost  of  production  has  steadily  increased.  In  191 G  the  Govern- 
ment published  a  decree  ordenng  that  the  trees  were  to  be  bled  and  not 
cut  down.  It  is  impossiblo  to  say  to  what  extent  the  order  has  been 
obeyed :  in  any  case  it  would  increase  the  cost  of  production  and  lead- 
to  decrease  in  the  output  for  the  time  being.  It  is  feared  that  the 
measure  comos  too  la<^e  to  save  the  industry,  which  is  also  hampered 
by  the  scarcity  of  labor. 

Shipping  corditirrs  are  distinctly  unfavorable.  At  present  it  is 
impossible  to  ship  anything  except  gold  to  Europe  on  a  through 
bill  of  ladino-,  as  the  steamship  companies  will  not  take  bulky  cargo. 
In  Trinidad.  fbrou.<Th  which  passes  the  greater  part  of  the  shipments 
from  Cuidad  Bolivar,  shipping  conditions  are  unfavorable.  Large 
quantities  of  cocoa,  su.q-ar.  and  o^her  produce  are  held  in  the  ware- 
bous'^s  awaiting  a  favorable  opportunity  for  shipment,  and  it  is 
feared  that  the  Trinidad  Government  mav  prohibit  the  transship- 
ment of  Venezuelan  produce  altoge^^her  u^ith  the  object  of  securing 
more  cargo  space  for  the  island.  There  can  not  be  much  improve- 
ment in  the  situation  until  the  war  is  over,  so  that  no  important  de- 
velopments in  the  trade  of  the  port  are  looked  for  at  present. 
Declared  Export  Returns — Trade  of  Other  Eastern  Ports. 

The  principal  articles  export'^d  to  the  United  States,  as  invoiced  at 
the  consular  agency  at  Ciudad  Bolivar  in  1915  and  1910,  were  as  fol- 
lows : 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Balata 

992, 7S3 

13, 115 

1,359,  132 

99,467 

2, 561, 1S9 

356, 1S2 

23,919 
150, S17 

8350, 148 

2,  4.59 

411,490 

7, 342 

744, 217 

137,  OSS 

5, 161 
25, 509 

584,308 
16,  488 

135, 680 

90, 525 

2, 558, 730 

282,650 

35, 734 
176, 819 
29,682 
20,058 

$269,673 
5  057 

Balsam  canivi .  . 

Chicle 

24  469 

CoTee 

8  9.50 

Hides 

071  574 

Rubber 

170,063 

7,435 
47,605 
3,540 
3,, 367 

Skins: 

Calf 

Deer 

Tobacco 

Tonka  beans 

2, 435 

775 
4,737 

All  other 

4,699 

Total 

1,688,921 

1,216,437 

14  SIPPI.KMENT   TO   COMMERCE   EEPOKTS. 

Eeturnecl  American  goods  were  valiied  at  $1,10G  in  1915,  decreas- 
ing to  $7G8  in  1016.  No  invoices  were  certified  for  shipments  to 
Porto  Eico,  Hawaii,  or  the  Philippines. 

Tlie  ports  of  Quanta,  Cumand,  and  Carupano  suffered  in  their 
trade  during  the  year  for  lack  of  steamship  facilities.  The  Koyal 
Dutch  West  India  Mail,  which  normally  is  the  only  line  sending 
vessels  to  these  ports,  h  as  unable  to  maintain  its  regular  service,  and 
more  of  the  exports  and  imports  were  handled  through  La  Guaira. 
The  ports  of  Barrancas  and  Cristobal-Colon,  as  usual,  traded  prin- 
cipally with  Trinidad.  The  output  of  magnesite  on  the  island  of 
Margarita  increased  slightly;  it  is  said  that  a  new  company  is  going 
into  the  business.  Much  better  prices  for  pearls  have  revived  the 
pearl-fishing  industry,  which  gives  employment  to  many  divers  and 
boatmen.  The  combined  commerce  of  all  these  eastern  Venezuelan 
ports  amounts  to  very  little,  and  there  is  no  tangible  prospect  of  any 
immediate  development. 

PUERTO  CABELLO. 

By  Consul  Frank  Anderson  Hcnvy,  November  iiC. 

The  Puerto  Cabello  district  includes  the  Venezuelan  States  of 
Carabobo,  Cojedes,  Falcon,  Lara,  Portuguesa,  Yaracuy,  and  Zamora. 
Puerto  Cabello  itself,  a  town  of  about  10,000  inhabitants,  is  the  prin- 
cipal seaport  of  this  region  and  the  third  in  importance  in  Venezuela. 
Agriculture  and  the  raising  of  cattle  and  goats  are  the  chief  occu- 
pations of  the  people,  and  coffee,  cacao,  hides,  and  skins  are  the 
prmcipal  exports.  Copper  ore  is  mined  on  a  considerable  scale  in 
the  neigh])orhood  of  Aroa,  State  of  Yaracuy;  other  mining  opera- 
tions are  unimportant.  Local  manufactures  are  not  conducted  on  a 
large  scale  and  are  for  domestic  consumption  only. 
Commercial  Conditions  in  1916. 

The  year  1910  was  the  most  i^rosperous  this  part  of  Venezuela 
has  experienced  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and,  judging  from 
present  indications,  similar  j^rosperity  will  not  be  again  attained 
until  its  end.  Both  imports  and  exports  increased,  although  a 
smaller  amount  of  coffee  was  shipped  than  in  the  previous  year.  The 
total  foreign  trade  passing  through  Puerto  Cabello  in  1916  amounted 
to  $8,495,542,  compai-cd  with  $7,235,191  in  1915.  The  prices  received 
for  the  principal  exports  were  good,  especially  so  in  the  case  of 
hides  and  skins.  While  advancing  j^rices  of  all  imported  commod- 
ities were  hard  on  the  consumer,  merchants  were  in  many  cases 
enabled  to  dispose  of  old  stocks  at  profitable  figures.  Steamship 
connections  with  European  ports,  though  less  frequent  than  for- 
merly, were  maintainecl  with  a  fair  degree  of  regularity  and  fre- 
quency. 
Distribution  of  Import  Trade. 

Imports  into  Puerto  Cabello  increased  froni  $2,285,0To  in  1915  to 
$3,202,469  in  1916.  This  increase  in  value,  amounting  to  nearly  50 
per  cent,  was  due  to  a  considerable  extent  to  advances  in  prices; 
the  total  weights  of  imports  for  the  two  years  under  discussion  were 
28,621  tons  (of  2,204.(>  pounds)  and  32,087  tons,  respectively,  an 
increase  of  about  12  per  cent.  The  United  Stutes  participated  in 
this  trade  to  a  larger  degree,  in  botli  value  and  percentage,  as  will  be 
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seen  from  the  following  table  showing  the  countries  from  which 
imports  were  received  and  the  share  of  each : 


Countries. 

1915 

1910 

Value. 

Percentage. 

Value. 

Percentage. 

Franf^c      .           

862,581 

67, 796 

12:,  097 

590, 990 

1, 366, 245 

83,758 

2.3 

2.7 
5.4 
25.9 
59.8 
3.9 

$101,931 
66,880 
167,625 
774, 609 
2,027,773 
73, 751 

3  '' 

Italy     

1  8 

5.2 

United  Kine;diini. 

21  2 

63.3 

All  other 

2.3 

' 

Total 

2,285,073              100.0 

3,202,469                ino.O 

La  Vela  de  Ccro,  the  only  other  port  in  the  district  open  to  for- 
eign imports,  has  a  small  trade.  In  1916  this  amounted  to  $135,844, 
of  which  5(5.6  per  cent  came  from  the  United  States,  in  comparison 
with  $70,065  the  year  before,  with  43.8  per  cent  from  the  United 
States. 
Leadiiig  Articles  Imported  into  Puerto  Cabello. 

The  foliowing  table  shows  the  principal  items  of  import  into 
Pueito  C'ubello  during  the  years  1915  and  1916,  both  from  all  coun- 
tiios  and  from  the  United  States: 


Artides. 


Agriruitural   implements  and   machinery   (including 

suear  ma  hinery ) 

A utomo;  -iies  and  ac(  essories 

Bags  and  oaggiug 

Beverages: 

Distilled 

W  iiics 

Butter 

Coal 

Cotton  and  manufactures: 

Raw 

Cloths 

fcto(  kings  and  undershirts 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Flour,  wheal 

Iron  manufactures: 

W  ire 

Other  n.  c.  s 

Maf-hiues  and  macliinery 

Oils: 

Kerosene 

O  li  ve 

Paper  and  manufactui-es 

Railway  materials 

Ri.e 

Stearin 

Thread 

Another 

Total 


1915 


Total 
imports. 


S115,355 
23  355 

lOei  250 

14, 252 
57, 539 
55, 227 
42, 420 

60, 434 

308,447 

14,572 

S2,  103 

187, 060 

29, 652 
28, 970 
37, 625 

43, 945 
29, 156 
31,417 
CO,  542 

134, 145 
76,083 
38, 774 

687, 744 


2,285,073 


From 
United 
States. 


899,371 
22, 679 
11, 421 

368 

1,497 

54,208 

26, 468 

50,410 
35, 314 
687 
67, 968 
187, 060 

29, 245 
22, 958 
25,820 

43, 945 

1,180 

27, 135 

37,956 

85,  743 

59. 403 

301 

4S5, 107 


1910 


Total 
imports. 


SSO,  1.39 
58,  744 
171,. 339 

37, 457 
54,805 
44,626 
87,164 

139,233 

477, 487 
47, 295 
78, 503 

250, 154 

41,677 

78, 695 
68, 592 

40, 224 
55, 354 
36, 327 
26, 340 
115,522 
56,030 
91,195 
1,065,462 


1,366,245       3,202,469 


From 
United 

States. 


551,550 
58, 744 
16,887 

169 
2,639 
20, 178 
30,883 

139, 233 

140, 433 

4,740 

59, 667 

260,154 

41,663 
65,837 
49,491 

40,224 

7,921 

32,206 

13, 862 

108, 217 

56, 030 

2, 759 

834,286 


2, 027, 773 


From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  the  United  States  furnished 
almost  all  the  toodstuti's  and  the  great  bulk  of  the  manufactured 
articles,  except  textiles.  Automobile  imports  showed  a  striking  in- 
crease, which  is  likely  to  continue,  as  substantial  progress  is  being 
made  in  road  building,  and  in  the  near  future  gasoline  produced  in 
Venezuela  will  lower  the  present  excessive  cost  of  this  fuel.    Much 
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of  the  coal  credited  to  other  countries  was  of  Aiiierican  origin,  im- 
ported from  Curacao.  Altliough  the  United  States  cnharged  its 
share  of  the  cotton  goods  imported,  the  United  Kingdom  still  domi- 
nated the  market,  as  in  bags  and  bagging  and  tliread.  France,  Spain, 
and  Italy  furnished  a  variety  of  articles,  among  which  may  bo  men- 
tioned olive  oil  and  wines. 

American  exporters  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  their  share  in 
Ihe  trade  of  this  port,  as  it  has  steadily  increased  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  up  to  the  present.  Ilegular  steamship  service 
between  Venezuela  and  New  Yorlc  has  been  largely  responsible  for 
this, 

Puerto  Cabello  trade  consists  largely  in  staple  [iiticles  of  everyday 
consumption.  Goods  for  which  there  is  only  an  occasional  demand 
are  usually  ordered  from  Caracas,  the  principal  commercial  city  of 
Venezuela.  For  this  reason  it  is  difficult  to  establish  agencies  for 
specialties  here. 
Export  Trade  by  Countries  and  Articles. 

The  export  trade  of  this  district  is  largely  dependent  upon  the  size 
and  value  of  the  coffee  and  cocoa  crops.  The  coffee  crop  was  smaller 
than  usual  in  1916,  but  higher  prices  made  up  for  a  large  part  of  the 
loss.  The  cocoa  crop  was  about  the  same  as  the  year  before,  and 
prices  were  good.  The  high  prices  obtainable  for  hides  and  goat- 
skins stimulated  shipments.  Increased  production  of  frozen  meat 
from  the  packing  house  at  Puerto  Cabello  and  of  copper  ore  from 
the  mines  of  Aroa  helped  to  swell  export  figures.  There  was  an  in- 
crease of  $343,955  over  1915  in  spite  of  the  decrease  in  value  of  cof- 
fee, the  principal  item. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  articles  exported  from 
Puerto  Cabello  and  from  La  Vela  de  Coro  to  all  countries  in  1915 
and  1916  are  given  in  the  following  table : 


Article^ 


FROM  PUERTO  CABELLO. 

Cocoa,  crude pounds. 

(.'offee do . . . 

I  'opper  ore  and  matte tons. 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle pounds . 

Beer do . . . 

Goat do... 

India  rubber do. . . 

Leather,  sole do. . . 

Meat,  frozen do. . . 

Sugar: 

'  Bro\vii do... 

Centrifugal do... 

Tobacco,  leat do... 

Tripe,  salted do. . . 

-All  other 


Total. 


FROM  I.\  VELA  DE  CORO. 

Coffee pounds . 

Divi-divi do. . . 

Fertilizer tons . 

Goatskins pounds. 

Another 


Total. 


191j 


Quanlity. 


4,360,497 
39j9o2,257 

8,09S 

1,589,528 

07,990 

849, 792 

5,159 

133,480 

7,859,117 

1,905,991 


10,922 
01,018 


Value. 


$005,517 

3,359,960 

211,142 

220, 782 
9,697 

130, 095 
2.952 
47,313 

270,401 

4G„S1S 


206,300 

4,075,196 

10,987 

448,995 


1.040 

0;485 
31,856 


1910 


QuantJt}-.       Value, 


4, 442, 505 

28,181,137 

16,511 

2, 729, 740 

116, 536 

1,088,900 

94,917 

79,083 

7,308,888 

8,200. 
2,157,373' 
269,839 
190,783 


4,950,118 


18,005 
28,768 
13,767 
79, 734 
10,481 

150, 755 


34,050 

r>,  022, 154 

10,995 

090, 161 


$660, 802 

2,935,011 

336, 7U 

491, 593 
18, 100 

240, 001 
34, 108 
28,579 

322, 499 

187 
78,417 
29,684 
13, 165 
97,550 


0,293,073 


4,539 

33,411 

24,339 

241,935 

17,943 

322,166 
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The  share  of  each  country  in  the  export  trade  of  Puerto  Cabello  in 
1915  and  1916  is  ffiven  in  the  followino:  table: 


Countries. 

1915 

1916 

Value. 

Percentage. 

Value. 

Percentage. 

Franc^ 

SI, 218, 137 

716,305 

554, 952 

1,827,401 

633,323 

24.0 
14.5 
11.2 
37.0 
12.7 

51,762,235 

298,371 

764, 469 

1,990,595 

477,403 

33.3 

5.7 

14.5 

37.0 

8  9 

United  Stat  s 

Allothfr 

Total 

4,950,118              100.0 

5,293,073 

100  0 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantity  and  value  of  exports  cov- 
ered by  invoices  certified  at  the  consulate  at  Puerto  Cahello  for  ship- 
ment to  the  United  States  during  the  years  1915  and  1916: 


Articles. 


1915 


Quantity.        Value, 


191G 


Quantity.        Value. 


Cacao poun  s. . 

CoiT    do 

Copp  rnr tons. . 

Copp  r  uiaU  pounus. . 

Hid  s  and  s'in,-;: 

Cattl  ■ do 

D    r do.... 

Goat do 

India  rubb  r.  (r.iu  • do 

Sugar do 

All  oti)  r do 


2,141,66^' 

8,581,026 

8, 204 

1,442,  SI.;'. 

1,6.51,233 
66,244 

752. 56 h 

5;  0.5 

1.0S6.  10.-' 


$359, 
944, 
163, 
53, 

328, 

9, 
144, 
2, 
27, 
9, 


2,650,791 

3,137,473 

15, -442 

4,007,960 

1,561,452 

81,831 

988,475 

20,116 

2,091,880 


5438,635 
351,2.51 
313,800 
135,041 

359,935 
14,069 

263,079 
10,  .5.50 
88,617 
25,800 


Total. 


2,044,085 


2,000,789 


Eeturned  American  goods  were  valued  at  $6,405  in  1916,  as  com- 
pared witli  $-1,6-1:4  in  1915.  Exports  to  Porto  Rico  amounted  to 
$2,027  in  1910,  as  compared  with  $92  in  1915.  No  invoices  were 
certified  to  Hawaii  or  the  Philippine  Islands. 

Ports  of  Puerto  Cabello  and  La  Vela  de  Coro. 

Puerto  Cabello  has  one  of  the  best  and  safest  harbors  in  the  Re- 
public, and  steamers  up  to  about  10,000  tons  can  unload  directly  at 
the  wharves.  It  ranks  third  among  Venezuelan  ports,  its  total 
trade  being  exceeded  only  by  La  Guaira  and  Maracaibo.  As  regards 
tonnage  handled,  it  frequently  has  held  second  place  in  the  past.  In 
1916  imports  into  Puerto  Cabello  amounted  to  28.4  per  cent  of  those 
of  all  Venezuela  by  weight  and  15.5  per  cent  by  value.  This  indi- 
cates that  the  trade  of  the  ])ort  is  largely  in  heavy  articles  and  tho.se 
of  common  use.  Exports  in  1916  amounted  to  21.1  per  cent  of 
Venezuela's  total  by  weight  and  23.3  per  cent  by  value.  All  the  ex- 
ports of  frozen  meat  and  copper  ore  from  the  country  are  credited  to 
Puerto  Cabello,  and  it  holds  fir.st  rank  as  an  exporter  of  hides  and 
skins,  second  as  regards  coffee,  and  third  as  to  cocoa.  It  is  the  center 
of  a  considerable  coastwise  trade,  which  reached  39,911  tons  in  1916, 
or  17.1  per  cent  of  the  total  of  all  ports  of  Venezuela.  Some  of  the 
exports  of  the  port  are  not  products  of  the  district,  but  of  other  parts 
of  the  country.     The  copper  ore  shipments  are  actually  loaded  at 
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Tiicacas,  the  icrinimis  of  the  Bolivar  Ivaihvay  connecting  tlie  mines 
with  tlio  seaboard. 

The  foreign  trade  of  La  Vela  de  Coro  is  very  small,  amounting  to 
a  little  more  than  one-half  of  1  per  cent  of  the  total.  There  is  a 
wharf,  but  vessels  have  to  use  lighters.  The  port  is  freely  open  to 
export  trade,  but  imports  are  restricted  to  those  for  consumption  in 
the  district. 
New  Enterprises  and  Developments, 

The  first  large  sugar  central  to  be  erected  in  this  district,  the  Cen- 
tral Tacarigua,  near  Valencia,  commenced  grinding  early  in  1910. 
It  was  responsible  for  the  exports  of  centrifugal  sugar,  all  of  which 
went  to  the  United  States,  Formerly  tlie  occasional  sugar  exports 
from  this  port  consisted  entirely  of  the  crude  Irrown  sugar  known 
localh'  as  papelon,  which  is  manufactured  in  numerous  small  mills 
scattered  through  the  country'. 

An  electric  tramwaj'  s.ystem  started  o]ierations  in  ^'ajencia  during 
the  j^ear. 

Work  was  continued  on  enlarging  the  meat-packing  plant  of  the 
Venezuelan  Meat  and  Products  Syndicate  (Ltd,),  in  this  city,  but 
the  extensive  improvements  planned,  which  will  make  it  capable  of 
taking  care  of  500  head  of  cattle  per  day,  are  far  from  ])eing  finisliod. 
This  is  the  only  meat-packing  ]i]ant  in  Veueznola. 

?u"blic  Works — Railways. 

Some  attention  was  devoted  to  road  building  in  this  (iisirift.  and 
considerable  work  of  a  preliminary  nature  was  accomplished.  The 
road  connecting  Ocumare  de  la  Costa  with  the  interior  Avas  com- 
j)leted,  and  some  work  was  done  on  a  road  which  will  connect  Puerto 
Cabello  with  Valencia. 

The  Dicpae  y  Astillero  Nacional  at  Puerto  t'abello,  which  is  under 
the  Department  of  War  and  Nav}',  increased  iis  equipment  and  did 
considerable  repair  work  on  commercial  as  well  as  naval  Acsels.  A 
small  vessel  was  also  constructed  there. 

There  are  four  railroads  in  this  district,  and  I  heir  prosperity  from 
year  to  year  is  largely  dependent  upon  the  size  of  the  crops  to  be 
moved.  Speaking  generally,  last  year  was  not  a  very  prosperous 
one  for  these  railroads.  Crops  were  smaller  in  quantity,  aiid  the 
railroads  had  to  meet  rising  costs  for  fuel  and  materials. 

The  Puerto  Cabello  &  Valencia  Railway  during  191G  settled  a  long- 
outstanding  dispute  with  the  Government,  whereby  it  accepted  a 
lum]>  payment  of  nearly  $1,000,000  in  lieu  of  a  guaranty  of  5  per  cent 
on  the  invested  capital. 

The  only  railroad  extension  wdiich  took  place  Avas  the  opening,  on 
July  21,  1*916,  of  a  new  branch  of  the  Bolivar  Railroad  from  Palma 
Sola  to  San  Felipe,  capital  of  the  State  of  Yaracuy.  The  Bolivar 
Railroad,  in  contrast  w4th  the  others,  enjoyed  a  very  prosperous 
year,  as  the  activity  of  the  copper  mines  at  Aroa  furnished  a  largely 
increased  freight. 
Conditions  During  1917. 

During  1917  conditions  have  been  far  less  favorable  than  in  191G, 
due  to  the  lower  prices  which  the  staple  products  of  the  country, 
especially  coifee,  have  commanded.     This,  in  turn,  has  been  due  to 
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the  seriously  decreased  shipping  communications  with  Europe,  which 
have  caused  Large  stores  of  coifee  to  accumu.Lite  locally,  -with  conse- 
quent lower  prices.  The  advance  in  the  cost  of  ])ractically  all  im- 
ported gof  ds  has  been  severely  felt  and  has  tended  to  reduce  impor- 
tations. The  most  favorable  feature  of  the  situation  has  been  the 
lurgo  food  crops  raised  in  the  country,  particularly  of  maize,  of 
which  substantial  amounts  are  being  exported  to  the  United  States 
by  each  steamer. 
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LIST  OF  PUBLISHED  SUPPLEMENTS. 

The  amuuil  reports  from  consular  ofticers  arc  issued  as  supple- 
Jiients  to  Commerce  Reports  as  soon  as  possible  after  tlieir  receipt. 
Each  supplement  is  so  numbered  that  at  the  end  of  the  yeav  they 
may  be  assembled  by  countries  and  bound.  A  definite  number  is 
assigned  to  each  country,  and  the  reports  from  the  various  consular 
districts  in  that  country  are  distinguished  by  the  addition  of  a  letter 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  issued.  Following  is  a  list  of  the 
sup2:)lements  issued  during  1917: 


Country  or  consular  district. 


Aden 

Argentina:  Xlosario 

Australia: 

Newcastle 

Tasmania 

For  all  of  Australia 

Bolivia 

Brazil: 

Sao  Paulo,  Santos,  Bahia,  rcrnam- 
buco,  Rio  G  rande  do  Sul 

For  all  of  Brazil 

British  East  Africa 

British  Guiana 

British  Honduras 

British  India: 

Madras  and  Mysore 

Bombay  and  Madras 

Burma 

15ritish  South  Africa: 

Port  Elizabctl),  Durban,  .fohanncsburg 

Rhodesia 

For  all  of  British  South  Africa 

British  West  Africa:  Nigeria,  Gold  Coast. 

Sierra  Leone .' 

]5ritish  West  Indies: 

Bermuda  and  Jamaica 

Trinidad,  Tobago,  and  Bahamas 

Canada: 

British  Columbia  and  Maritime  Prov- 
inces   

Prairie  Provinces 

Quebec  Province j 

For  all  of  Canada i 

China:  j 

Shanghai,  Ilongkong.  and  ('union ! 

Shanghai ! 

Hongkong '  ! 

Canton.  Changsha,  Chungljing,  Sv-atov,- 

Amoy  Chefoo,  Foochcvv,  Nanliing 

Antung,  Datrcn,  and  Muliden 

Tsingtau 

Hankow ] " 

For  all  of  Ch ina " " 


No.  of 
supple- 
ment. 


Colombia: 

Cartagena 

For  all  of  Colonil)ia 

Costa  Rica: 

Port  Limon 

For  all  of  Cos  ta  Itica 

Cuba 

Denmark '..'.'.'.'.'. 

Dominican  Republic '.'.'.'.'..'.'. 

Dutch  East  Indies:  Sumatra 

Dutch  AVest  Indies " " 

]'"cuador 

i'gypt ;;.■;; 

France: 
Havre,  Calais,  Grenoble,  La  Rochelle, 
Limoges,  Lyon,  Rouen,  Dieppe,  St. 

Etlenne,  and  Nice 

Marseille 

For  all  ol  France 

French  Indo-China. 
fSseaeii  West  Africa:  i^enpga!,  l>atio' 
Frenci^Ouinoa,  and  IviW  Coast 


iTcnciiuumoa,  and  Ivih- 
French  Vrestlnaici:  ilnrti 


49a 

rssa 

00a 
fiOb 
COa 
39a 


40a 

40b 

C5a.65b 

■44a 

21a 

r,Qa, 
50b 

r>oc 

OGa 
fiSb 
06b 


22a 
22b 


23b 
23c 
23d 
23a 

.-i2a 
-)2b 
r,2c 
.lad 
.J2e 
.'■.2t 
•^2g 
.'>2i 
r.2h 

42a 
12b 


4a 
26a 
.'■)3a 
27a 
43a 
OSa 


U.S.  DEPOSITORY 


Comitry  or  consular  district. 


Greece: 

Patras  and  Saloniki 

For  all  of  Greece 

Guatemala 

Haiti 

Honduras: 

Puerto  Cortes 

Amapala ...........'. 

For  all  of  Honduras ". 

Italy:  

Catania,    Florence,    Milan,    Palermo, 
Rome.  Venice 

For  all  of  Italy ..'..'. 

Japan: 

Chosen  and  Taiwan 

Kobe  and  Nagasaki 

For  all  of  Japan 

Malta :. "!;;;.;;;.■ 

Morocco 

Netherlaud.s: 

Amsterdam 

For  all  of  Netherlands ..'. 

Now  Zealand:  | 

Wellington,    Dunedin.    and     Chri^it  i 
church I 

For  all  of  New  Zealand ....."[....... 

Nicaragua 

Norway:  Birgon  cavl  .Stavanger 

Panama: 

Colon 

For  all  of  Panama 

Paraguay [, 

Peru '.'.'..'.. 

Philippine  Islands '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.. 

Portugal: 

Azores 

For  all  (if  I'or!  iigal [, 

Russia:  Pclrograd  and  Odessa 

St.  Pierre 

Siam 

Spain:  

Malaga  and  Almeria 

Madrid  and  Seville 

Canary  Islands 

naricloua ] 

For  all  of  .Si);iin ] 

Slrails  .Set  I  leineii's 

.'-'■wcden: 

Goteborg 

For  all  of  Sv.-eden 

Switzerland: 

St.  Gall 

Basel,  Berne,  and  (ieneva 

For  all  of  Swit zcrlnnd 

Timis 

United  Kingdom: 

Birmingham, Bradford,  fliiddcrsfiekl, 
Leeds,  Nottingham,  Leicester,  Shef- 
field ,  and  Stoke-on-Trent 

Bristol,  Hull,  Liverpool,  Newcastle, 
and  Plymouth * 

Cardifl  and  Swansea 

Dundee,  Dunfermline,  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  and  Troon 

Belfast,  Londondenv,  and  Cork.. . 

For  all  of  United  Kingdom , 

Uruguay 

Venezuela 


No.  of 
supple- 
ment. 


29a 
30a 

31a 
31b 
31b 


00c 

«i,55e 

20a 

75a 

9a 
i)b 


r.la 
(Ua 
343 
10a 

;!-5b 
■35a 
4.5a 
■!6a 

SOa 

lla 
Ul. 
13a 
37a 

rm 

15a 
15;- 
15d 
15c 
15b 
.'.6a 

IGa 
16a 

17a 
17b 
17a 
79a 


19a 

19b 

19c 

19d 
19e 
19a 

47a, '17b 
48a 
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